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It is not exactly known when Alanya, situated on 

Cave, 12 kilometres from the centre, suggests that 
the human history of the region dates back to the 

th 
century BC, Alanya, under the Persian control, 

the city, thanks to its strong defensive walls, 
successfully resisted an attack by King Antiochus 

Commander Pompeius brought an end to the 
piratical activity in the region with his victorious 

During antiquity the city passed between the 
control of neighbouring Cilicia and Pamphylia, and 

th and 8th centuries AD, successive wars 

The Seljuk Period brought the history of Alanya 

Keykubat made Alanya his winter residence and 
rebuilt the city, and Alanya became the main base 

Alanya was incorporated into the Ottoman Empire, 
and between the 13th and 18th centuries it prospered 
as an important port for maritime trading with 

Alanya is one of the prominent tourist destinations 
of the Mediterranean, offering a rich historical and 
cultural heritage and modern facilities, enabling the 

ALANYA
FROM ANTIQUITY TO THE PRESENT DAY 
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MUSEUMS

th 

the museum is an exhibition including the personal 

his visit, a telegram sent by him to the people of 

The  Archaeology Museum 
of Alanya exhibits bronze, 
marble, terra-cotta and 
glass artefacts, mosaics and 
coin collections belonging 
to the Archaic and Classical 

periods, and also Turkish-
Islamic works of art from 
the Seljuk and Ottoman 

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL FEATURES

g 
l 

-

Archaeology Museum
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In the Archaeology section of the museum, a stone 

BC, the oldest artefact in the museum, catches the 

is the cast bronze statue of the mythological hero 
Heracles, dating to the 2nd

The ethnography department exhibits items 

(nomadic people) kilims, sacks woven from goat’s 
hair, saddlebags, dresses and clothing items, 
samples of embroidery, arms, kitchenware and 
tableware for daily use, jewellery, manuscripts, and 

Archaeology Museum
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writing tools as well as a period 
room representing daily life in 

garden is an open air exhibit 

The museum is open daily 

In 1226, the Seljuk Sultan Alaaddin Keykubat 

al-Kattani, a native of Halep (Aleppo), who had 

colour of its construction materials: Baked red 

has an octagonal plan, where the walls on each 

was built to protect the harbour and dockyard from 

for cultural and artistic activities, such as painting 
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To the east and west of the modern day Alanya lie 

lying coastal ruins and those that crown steep hills 
display a highly developed sense of aesthetics and 
life style of the people who lived in the region in 

Ayasofya, approximately 30 kilometres from 
the centre of Alanya, is believed to have been 

inscription tablets found among the ruins provide 
important details about the history of Alanya, 

mysterious ancient city, especially a rock carved 
tomb with its monumental facade attracts the 

Hamaxia, 12 kilometres from Alanya, most 

prominent ruins are the monumental fountain with 

city was a small settlement attached to Alanya 
(Coracesium) in the 2nd century AD, and today the 

The history of ancient Syedra, which is about 20 
th 

century BC, and the city survived until the 13th 

a monumental gate, still standing, controlled the 

dwellings, theatre, cisterns, temple, acropolis and 

commemorating sporting events and competitions 
indicate that Syedra was an important centre of 



Aytap (Iotape)
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Alanya, in the region which was known in antiquity 

observation towers, odeon or theatre, agora, a 
semicircular exedra which provided social space 
at the agora, bathhouse, various temples and the 

st and 3rd 

This ancient city, named after Iotape, wife of 
Antiochus, King of Commagene, is situated about 

climbing the hill requires considerable effort, the 

and cultural merits, visitors can also swim in the 
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were many caravanserais or inns built in its environs 

towers, bastions, hundreds of cisterns, Tersane 

rulers, along with the traditional Alanya houses 
serve to carry visitors on a journey into history and 

have been restored and put into use, are worth a 

looms for weaving, and others serve food in their 

and there are restaurants and cafés overlooking the 



On top of the peninsula jutting into the Mediterranean, 

th 

On the cliffs behind the church is a viewing terrace 

The citadel occasionally houses arts and crafts 

According to this story, the cistern that sits in from the 

that every condemned man had the right to throw 

Although this gave prisoners hope of reprieve, the 
layout of cistern, cliff and sea made it impossible to 

no real chance for any condemned to escape a 
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In 1321, Sultan Alaaddin Keykubat of the Seljuk 
Empire commissioned a mosque just outside the 

th 

Ottoman Empire, commissioned to rebuild the old 

stone over a square plan, has a single minaret and 

It features exquisite examples of Ottoman era 



The Bedesten (secured bazaar for valuable 

Mosque, and it is believed to have been built 
th th centuries, during the reign 

have splendid views on both ends extending from 
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name of its builder in the Seljuk Period or from 

structures, each crowned by three towers, were 
strategically positioned to defend the palace of 

depictions of ships from the Seljuk and Ottoman 

also features three cisterns, a small bathhouse and 
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Keykubat, commissioned this masjid just 100 metres 

are two square-planned rooms built with dressed 
stone walls, lined on the inside with brickwork and  

the masjid and the other is the tomb containing 

There are indications that the walls of its apse were 

was instrumental in the building (of this masjid) in 

few metres apart from the masjid, on a rough stone 

feature of this minaret is that it terminates at the 

The site was chosen to maximise the use of daylight, 

by a pointed barrel vault, and connection passages 

bears an inscription adorned with rosettes of the 

Sultanate in the Mediterranean, and for this reason 
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Keykubat completed both the Alanya Dockyard and 
the Sinop Dockyard on the Black Sea coast, he was 

has a masjid as well as a guard room and a water 

reached by boat or by walking over the walls from 
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kilometres outside Alanya, a road leads up to the 

and stairs is rewarded by an enchanting view once 

spot during the reign of Sultan Alaaddin Keykubat 
to safeguard the road between Antalya and Alanya, 
maintained a stronghold over the active trading 

kilometres inland, in order to facilitate the trading 

normally in the centre of the building in other inns, 
surrounded by cells, at the Alara Inn it faces the 

general attributes make it one of the best examples 

Tersane & Tophane
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A group of buildings topping the rocky cliff at the 
tip of Cilvadra Point, the end of Alanya Peninsula, 
is locally known as Darphane (Mint), although not 

buildings from the 11th century is a chapel with a 

when seen from the sea during any trip around the 

Darphane
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th

been used to date for worship and has a rectangular 

According to the inscription tablet it was repaired 
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and can be reached through the lower gate in the 

) tree next to it, and 

This inn is situated about 13 kilometres west of Alanya 

13th

authentic stopover spot for contemporary travellers 

themselves among the caravans and processions of 

building served travellers as a caravanserai in the 
Kesikbel locality, on the road that connected the 
Mediterranean Sea with Central Anatolia, during 
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The plateaus of Alanya, where cold streams, crisp 
air and green scenery meet, are ideal places to 
stay cool during the sweltering heat of the summer 

SITES OF NATURAL BEAUTY
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The sea caves are located on the southern and 
western cliffs of Alanya Peninsula and can be 

geological formations make them fascinating to see, 
and many legends and stories associated with them 
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Colourful stones under the water furnish an eye-

tunnel inside the cave and the past connecting the 

corsairs used to keep enslaved maidens as well as 

This cave is named after the luminescent light 

boats can enter the cave, which has outstanding 

more marked at night, could also be observed in the 

There are several naturally formed land caves in 
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Dim Cave
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The stalactites and stalagmites of this cave, which 

water, dripping from the stalactites, gives the cave 

for sufferers of non-allergic asthma and rheumatism 

Mountain facing Alanya, 12 kilometres east of 

years old, and it has two chambers, each of which 

large, west-facing mouth as well as stalactites and 

Dim Cave
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Sapadere Canyon
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terrace includes all the sites you have visited in 
Alanya, and is an excellent spot to cool off in the 

natural wonder; a canyon with a head elevation 

and there are steel-and-timber high trails that 

beauties, Sapadere Canyon offers the nature and 

Dim Stream
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sea and glorious sun Alanya provides its visitors 

The natural beaches of Alanya are truly excellent 

are suitable camping sites in the vicinity and the 
shallow water is suitable for those who are learning 
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provides access to the beach from the county 

Of all the beaches in Antalya province, this is one of 

its natural beauties around and high quality facilities, 
it is an excellent tourist attraction providing all kinds 

the beach lies in its closeness to the cave and in 
a small cove associated with the legendary Queen 

She stayed in the cove for a couple of restful days 

legendary beauty is believed to be associated with 

the Cleopatra Cove is the most frequented beach 

enjoy water sports such as pedalos and jet skis in 
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Boat trips usually stop for lunch and swimming at 

The Portakal Beach is to the west of central Alanya, 
overlooked by its backdrop to the slopes of the 

like other beaches around Alanya, on account of its 
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Alanya provides superb facilities for the following 
sports, at both amateur and professional level: 
swimming, diving, tennis, table tennis, football, 
beach football, handball, volleyball, beach 
volleyball, basketball, trekking, hunting, rafting, 
parasailing, paragliding, jet skiing, pedalo and 

volleyball competitions are attractive options for 

Jeep safari is a major attraction in Alanya, where 

be easily hired for individual exploration, while 

along a dirt road, driving in harmony with nature, 

In Alanya, another option for adrenalin junkies is 

(Bridged Canyon) and Alara Stream are among the 

power boats are available at those sites to provide 

SPORTS ACTIVITIES 

International Triathlon
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International Street Basketball Tournament April
12 May

July 
International Mountain Bike 13 October
Competition 
International Triathlon 
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Boat trips depart daily from the Port of Alanya 
to visit sea caves around the fortress as well as 

some point for a swim, dropping anchor at certain 
coves to let you enjoy the crystal clear waters of the 

Equipment and expert guides are also provided for 

BOAT TRIPS



41



42



43

ENTERTAINMENT

Alanya is home to numerous entertainment options, 
including music and dance, which are generally 

These facilities are generally frequented by younger 
generations, and Alanya nights set themselves in the 
holiday memories of visitors by providing a special 

aquaparks in Turkey is found in the Okurcalar Town 

the town of Oba there are bowling plazas, while 
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ACCOMMODATION

that the hotels of Alanya are among the best in the 

every need, while more modestly priced 
accommodations place comfort and tranquillity 
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EATING AND DRINKING 

Alanya has a rich local cuisine consisting of unique 

of the restaurants in the county with seafood fresh 

are , also known as 
(mini-meatballs in thick broth soup),  

(white millet and pennyroyal soup), 
 (wheat and tomato paste in butter), 

with spicy rice cooked in olive oil),  (thick 
 (sealed and basted 

ribcage stuffed with mince meat and nuts), 

meat and herbs),  (colocasia with lamb in 
tomato sauce), (green black-
eyed beans in tomato sauce),  
(green broadbeans with lamb in tomato sauce), 

(champignons sautéed in tomato and onion 
sauce), (Seville Orange Jam), 
(pumpkin skin boiled in thick grape syrup) and 

(carob paste served with melted 

also serve distinguished examples of international 
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CLIMATE

Alanya has a typical Mediterranean climate; 
summers are hot and dry while winters are temperate 

the average annual air temperature is 20°C, and 

gap between the peninsula and Taurus Mountains 
creates air currents that provide  (sea breezes) 
in the afternoons, which reduces the sweltering heat 

water and long duration of sunny hours during the 
day make swimming and sunbathing a pleasant 

March 08 18
April 11 21

June 20 33

August 18 33
September 18 33
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TRANSPORT

buses serve between the tourist resorts in the towns 

There are regular ferryboat services between Cyprus 

Alanya Marina is fully equipped to cater all the 
needs of visitors who prefer making voyage in the 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

(Association of Turkish Travel Agencies) 

   112

   110
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     eaten freshly caught trout, and

DO NOT RETURN UNLESS YOU HAVE



51

 sea and sun of the coves of Alanya,

 Anatolian Seljuk Empire,

 Sultan Alaaddin Keykubat,

 the whole Mediterranean basin, and the only 

 one still standing along the Anatolian coast,

DID YOU KNOW?
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M E D I T E R R A N E A N  S E A

Gulf of Antalya IN

CANYON NATIONAL
PARK

NATIONAL PARK

INN
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EUROPE

TURKEY

CAVE
CAVE

INNNN
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Each monument, each object, is an irreplaceable 
part of the overall picture which gives us insight 
into our origins, our development and our lives 

interpretation adds to the puzzle and makes the 

every single piece today, so that future generations 

Many people are not aware that our cultural 
heritage is under stress from natural disasters 

acting processes such as pollution or human 

collecting ancient pieces of pottery or mosaics as 
souvenirs have a destructive impact if repeated 

or textile leaves traces of grease, acid or sweat on 

with bulky bags or backpacks might knock over an 

are countless ways in which one can unknowingly 

that we may join together to protect and enjoy the 
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The beauty of Alanya makes it a magnet for tourists and 
provides everything you could dream of in a holiday. 
The county’s unique geographical and cultural texture, 
the attractive and comfortable hotels lining the turquoise 
blue Mediterranean Sea, and the rich tastes of the world 
renowned Turkish cuisine make it an ideal destination. 
The possibilities are endless; swimming in the bay where 
Cleopatra once bathed, lying back and enjoying the sun, 
exploring the mysterious sea caves on a blue cruise, or 
soaking in the rich heritage of Mediterranean civilisations,  
the accumulation of millennia, are only some of them.  

Are you ready to open your door to an ideal holiday 
of recreation, entertainment, learning and culinary 
enjoyment?
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